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make a publick Acknowledement. to your -Lord(hip, | 
bow ſenſible Jam of the Honour your - Lordſhip.-hath 
done me and am Filer 7 — Occaſions; choo- _ 
fog rather to j cenſur'd for my. Uncorre&neſy, —— 
to fall under the Imputation of Ingratitude. ““ — N | 
fy Lord, I do not, in the following Diſcourſe, "7. 


* the Hi ory of the late. King William the | | 
Third, but 05 glance on a few things, with much 1 
p * ns Sim 5 0 


iv The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
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Ty 2 that aggravate the -Nation's. Loſg: 4 
Vaſt as 8, and general us our Grief. 
25 am ſure your Lordſhip's.unſhaken-Logalty. for 
late. Sovereign. of. Glorious , Memory, and your 
known Zeal for Te Proteſtant Religions nd the Li- 
berties rope, are /o great, that they leave no 
room tab: of your candid Acceptance. f the mean- 
eſt Performances. ſincerely deſign'd to celebrate the 
Memory of the beſt of Rings, and to improve this 
fad Loſp- to Gods. Glory, and the Advancement. of 
Practical. Religion. (= = Y = 
That your Lordſhig;an your: Noble Fami they 
are bere the Patrons. of ene and Defenders of 
Liberty, may hereafter ſhine in Regions - 56% 
is the earne Prager of, 1 puny 1 Ie Tavis 
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2 Breath goeth forth, he returneth to his Barth 


8 that very day his Thoughts _— — 


IHE Angels never die, but are Immor- 
tal as the Souls of Men. Death cannot 


5 Stroke of Death. 35 15 They 
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Put not your Truſt. in Princes, nor in the Son p 


enter the Celeſtial Palace, tho it makes 
| frequent Viſits to the Courts of Princes. 
This lower World is the Place of its Reign, the upper 
Regions are free from its Tyranny. Here all that de- 
ſcend from the firſt Adam, however diſtinguiſhed 
by Titles of Honour, cannot be exempted from the 


Pſal. 82. reſt ä 
S 
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F: 17 that are Titalar Gods, lifted up above the 

their Fellow Creatures, yet die like Men. 
There is a vaſt diſtance betwixt a Prince and a Subject 
while living, but Death puts both upon a Level: 


Job21.26- They lie down. alike in the Daſt, and the Worms ſhall 


cover them, Death is that arbitrary Prince that over- 


Tach. 1. 5. throws all; Tour Fathers, where are they? and the Pro- 


phets do they live for ever? They whom God hath 


honoured with the higheſt Dignity in the Church, 


have fallen by Death, as well as the Noble and Pow- 
erful Guardians of the State; the richeſt Princes, 
the greateſt Heroes, the brighteſt Examples 'of Vir- 
tue, muſt die as well as other Men. Death is a Mo- 
narch, that not only empties Cottages, but un- 


thrones Princes, and on a ſudden changes 4 glittering. 
Palace into 4à dark. Houſe of Mourning. 


A ſad Inſtance hereof we have lately ſeen in the 


ſurprizing and much lamented Death of that High 


and Mighty Prince WIL LIAM III. King of Great 
Britain and Ireland. What uſe is proper to be made 


of ſo dark a Providence, the Words of the. Text 


_ES 7 ( VVV 
Put not your Truſt in Princes, nor in the Son of 
Man, in whom there is no Help. His Breath- goeth 


forth, he returneth to his Earth, in that very day his 
| Thoughts periſh. In which Words we may obſerve, 


Firſt, A Dehortation, Pat wot your Fruſt in Prin- 
ces, nor in the Son of Man, V 
Secondly, The Reaſon upon which *tis founded, 


and that is, the utter Incapacity of Princes to hel 


and ſave thoſe that truſt in them; which the Pſalmiſt 
does amplify and demonſtrate by two Things. 


8 1ſt. From . 


the Death of R. William III. 3 


1ſt. From their natural Frailty, they are ſubject to 
Death as well as other Men; His Breath goeth forth, 
he returneth to his Earth. 

29. From the immediate Conſequence of this, as ſoon 
as ever he expires; In that very Day his Thoughts periſh. 

I ſhall (as God ſhall aſſiſt) diſcourſe of theſe 
Things in their Order, and then make ſome Im- 
provement ſuitable to this ſad Solemnity, and that 
dark Providence we are now under. 


7 Firſt, I am to conſider the Dehortation, Put not 
jour Truſt in Princes, nor in the Son of Man. I ſhall 
ſum up what I have to ſay to this general Head in 

the following Propoſitions. 

1. Men are very apt to place too great Confidence 

in Crowned Heads; the Truth of this may be lear- 
ned from the Hiſtory of all Ages, and our own Ex- 
perience concurs to confirm it. The Pſalmiſt tells 


us, That ſome truſt in Chariots and ſome in Horſes, Pfal. 20.7. 


1. e. in the Strength and Power of their Governors. 
There is not any thing more common than for People 

to put a mighty confidence in a Prince, eſpecially if 

his admirable Qualities have diſtinguiſhed him from 

other Monarchs, if his Courage and Conſtancy have 

rendered him as ſucceſsful in the Toils of War, as he 

has beendeſervedly famous for his Prudence and Piety 

in the Arts of Government. 

We are apt to think, if Men of Power are on 
our ſide, that our Mountain ſtands ſo ſtrong it can Pal. 30. 

never be moved; and ſo flatter our ſelves with a long % 7 
and unſhaken Felicity, altho we ſee that the Faſhion 

of this World is continually paſſing away, and its 


beſt and brighteſt Inhabitants daily taking leave of 


it. Now this ſprings from our Ignorance, and the 
; dean wy” 1 nar- 


5 


TITTY — — 


| A Sermon preached upon 
narrow Compaſs of our Thoughts, together with the 
Carnality of our preſent Conftitution, which (as 
one expreſſes it) ſtrongly inclines us to depend up- 
on Princes, either for = obtaining what we deſire, 
or the preventing what we fear. For we commonly 
view things in a falſe and deceiving Light, and from 
thence take an Eſtimate of their Sufficiency and 
Strength, not conſidering that if we make an Arm 
of Fleſh the Object of our Truſt, the end of ſuch a 
Dependance will be our Confuſion. Yet thus it was 
with us generally of late, till God convinced us by 
terrible Things in Righteouſneſs, for he ſhook the 
Throne like Mount Sinai, and we were on a ſudden 
invelopt with Clouds and thick Darkneſs. = 
2. Tho a Prince deſerves never ſo well from the 
| State he governs, yet he is not abſolutely to betruſted 
in. Whoever hath an entire Dependance upon 
any Creature on Earth, expoſes himſelf to the Curſe 
of Heaven. Thus ſaith the Lord, Curſed be the Man 
Jer. 17. 5. hat truſteth in Man, and maketh Fleſh his Arm, and 
whoſe Heart departeth from the Lord. The Jewiſh 
Nation was often guilty of this Sin; Pll only menti- 
on an inſtance or two wherein God diſcovers his Diſ- 
pleaſure: againſt them for it. One is that of King 
2 Chron. %, And at that time Hanani the Seer came to Aſa 
6. % King of Judah, and ſaid unto him, Becauſe thou haſt 
relied on the Ring of Aſſyria, and not relied on the 
Lora th God, therefore is the Hoſt of the Ring of Aſ-. 
ſyria eſcaped ont of thy hands. Inſtead of truſting in 
God, he placed all his Confidence in the Strength 
and Power of his Confederates and Allies, which 
was a kind of renouncing God as an Object of Truſt ; 
and herein did his Heart wretchedly' depart from 
the Lord. Again, how does God aggravate the 


Crime 


the Death of R. William III. 5 
Crime of the Maelites for their truſting in Egypt! 18.31. 3+ | 1 
The Egyptians are Men and not Gods. So that, in fort, 5 | 
to place an abſolute Truſt in Princes, is to alienate the 
Rights of the Godhead, *tis to rob the Deity of its 
Glory, and to turn a Prince into a provoking Idol of 
Jealouſy. God cannot admit of Rivals in his Throne, 
for he will not give his Glory to another. | 
3. Tis not the Deſign of the Royal Pſalmiſt, 
when he cautions againſt putting of our Truſt in 
Princes, to depreciate that Faith and Credit, that Ho- 
nour and Deference which 1s due to all good Kings 
from their own Subjects. The Pſalmiſt himſelf was 
a great and a mighty Prince, and we cannot reaſona- 
bly think, that he would recommend any diſloyal 
Practices. What tho he tells us we muſt not truſt in 
Princes, but rather adviſes to place our Confidence 
in Him, by whom Kings reign, as the beſt and ſa- 
feſt courſe? Yer, I ſay, this is not deſigned to leſſen 
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the Credit and Honour of Good Kings, tis not to = 
render them contemptible in the Eyes of their Peo- 8 4 


ple, as unfit to be regarded in the Civil Affairs of 4 
Life, and in the Adminiſtrations of Government. The 1 
Pſalmiſt cannot fairly be underſtood, as undervalunng 
Kingly Dignity, and repreſenting Princes as uſeleſs 
Statues; but, as I intimated before, the Deſign of the 
Caution is te prevent ſuch a Truſt in them, as is ex- 
cluſive of the Divine Providence. Of TO RET IN — 
A good Prince, as he is the ſpecial care of Hea- 5 | 
ven, ſohe is an extraordinary Bleſſing to a People; ' 
tis ſaid, that _ the Lord loved Iſrael for ever, 1 King: 
therefore made he thee Ring (ſpeaking to Solomon) to 
do Judgment and Juſtice. The Honour that is due 
to à Rightful and Lawful Sovereign, involves in it al! ki 
Duty and Allegiance, viz. the doing our . 0 L 


a I Sermon preached upon 

ſupport his Crown and Dignity, the putting the moſt 
candid Conſtructions upon his Actions, becauſe a 
Prince may have Reaſons for what he does which we 


are unacquainted with. The Arcana 3 


erii are a 
great way out of our ſight, who are at a diſtance from 


Eccl. 10. the Throne; Carſe not the Ring, no not in thy Thought. 
2% 1. 22.1 hou ſpalt not curſe the Gods, nor revile the Ruler of 
28, thy People. A | 
4. No pretence of Allegiance or Duty will juſtify 
our Truſt in a Prince, whoſe viſible Conduct de- 
clares his Defiance to Heaven, and whoſe Arts of 
Government are level'd againſt the Laws of God, 
and thoſe of the Realm over which he preſides. 
Magiſtracy is an Ordinance of God, and we are 
bound by Divine Revelation, not only to fear God, 
but to honour the Ring. But if a Prince once break 
his Coronation Oath, and invade the Liberties of his 
People, he is no longer a Prince but a Tyrant; for 
certainly the People have as juſt a Right to the legal 
Government of the Prince, as the Prince has to the 
legal Obedience of the People. And if our Monar- 
*Dr,wake* chy (as * one obſerves) be in the very Frame and 
in bis Ser-© Conſtitution of it a limited Monarchy, and eſtabliſn- 
5. James's © ed not upon the Imperial Laws of a few viſionary 
weſtmin- * Politicians, but upon the Fundamental Laws of its 
Fry 16. own making or allowing; then I muſt ſolemnly 
1596. © profeſs, that either I am uncapable of judging 
Pag. 1o. what Senſe and Reaſon is, or it muſt follow that 
an abſolute Monarch, a Prince not bounded by 
Law, but governing only by the Arbitrary Mo- 
tions of his own Will, is no King of our acknow- 
ledging 3 our Conſtitution knows no ſuch Monarch, 
nor did we ever oblige our ſelves to obey ſuch a one. 


AA $ 


Upon 


the Death of RK. William III. 9 f 
Upon theſe Principles proceeded the late happy v1 
Revolution in 88, and by theſe the Throne of our 4 
Gracious Sovereign Queen Anne is eſtabliſhed, tho 1 
128 to her by a long Succeſſion of Royal Ance- j 
ors. - 
To cloſe this Head : If the greateſt Prince upon 
Earth commands that which is contrary to the Word 
of God, I am bound to perform my Duty to God, 
before my Allegiance to my Prince. And for this we 
have the Determination of the whole Collepe of 
Apoſtles; Then Peter and the other Apoſtles dle 5.29. 
and ſaid, We ought to obey God rather than Man. 
Iproceed,, ts 


| Secondly, To conſider the Reaſon of the Dehorta- 
tion in my Text, why we are not to put our Truſt in 
Princes ; and this is founded on the Incapacity of | 
Perſons of that Character to help us: Put not your | 
Truſt in Princes, nor in the Son of Man, in whom there 
#n0 Help, If it be in their power to relieve us, tis - 
not always in their Inclination; and if they have a _— 
Will to protect and defend us, they may be deſtitute vl 
of Power. Tis true, Religious Princes, like the 1 
holy Angels, excel in Strength, When their Thrones 
are fixed in the Hearts of their Subjects; yet even 
then there are ten thouſand Things which we need, 
that they cannot beſtow. But I ſhall chuſe to con- = 
ſider the Force of this, as*tis amplified in my Text, h 
1. The Incapacity of Princes to help us is argued | 
from their natural Frailty, they are ſubje& to Death 
as well as other Men: His Breath goeth forth, he re- 
turneth to his Earth. Tis a lofty Character which 
the Holy Ghoſt gives to Princes, I have ſaid that je pal. 82 ö 
ore Gods, and that je are all the Children of ws = i 


Plal. 49. 
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High, Yet in the following Words he ſets them 


. with the loweſt of the People, for he adds, Ye fball 
die like Men, Princes are diſtinguiſhed from others 


in the Quality of Living, but (as one obſerves) 
they are under the ſame hard and inflexible Neceſſi- 


ty of dying; they cannot retain one Ray of the ſu- 


perficial Luſtre of their Crowns, to enlighten the 
dark Shadow of Death: Their Glory ſhall not de- 


ſeend after them, A Court lies as open to Diſeaſes as 


a Cottage ; Crowns and Scepters, Armies and Fleets 


cannot aw or bribe the King of Terrors. Surly 
and inexorable Death pays no more Deference to a 


ſtrong and mighty Hero, crown'd with Laurels, and 
uſed to Victories, than to a feeble Beggar that ſtoops 
almoſt to the Earth before he drops into it. Al Fleſh 
is Graſs, and the Glory of it as the Flower of the Graſs. 

Death uſes no Ceremony, but ſeizes all without diſ- 


tinction; ruſhes upon a Crowned Head as ſoon as a- 


nother: Hence ariſes that Proverbial Expreſſion, 


 Ctrong as Death that ſubdues all, cruel as the Grave 
Eccl. 8. 8. that ſpares none. There is no May hath Power over 


* 


Breath will go for th, and they muſt return to their 


the Spirit to retain the Spirit, neither hath be Power in 


the day of Death, and there is no Diſcharge in that 


War. As Royal Duſt cannot be diſtinguiſhed from 
Common Earth, ſo Death in his Approaches pays 

no more reſpect to him that fills a Throne, than 
to one that languiſhes upon a Dunghil. What Man 


is he that liveth, and ſhall not ſee Death? Shall he de- 


liver his Soul from the Hand of the Grave ? Selah. 


If Dying be the way of all the Earth, and the Grave 
the Houſe appointed for all Liying ; then Princes às 
well as others, muſt walk in the Gloomy Valley, and 


retire to the dark Chambers of Death. Their | 
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the Death of R. William III. 


Earth, Duſt at firſt compoſed the Royal Fabrick, 
and to that it ſhall be again reduced. All Human 
Bodies are made of the ſame frail Materials; and the 


Primitive Sentence, Duſt thou art, and to Duſt thou 


ſhalt return, reſpects the Kings of the Earth, as well 
as the Subjects over whom they reign. 

7 Nay, the Moral Glory of a Prince will no more ſe- 
curehim from Death than his Civil Grandeur, for 
Good and Bad fall undiſtinguiſh'd : The meek Moe, 


King of Jeſharan, as well as proud Pharaoh King cf 


Egypt ; Good Joſiah as well as wicked Ahab; Reli- 


gious David as well as impious Saul, have ſubmit- 


ted to the ſame Fate. And now, how ſhall I pro- 


nounce the ſad Word! Glorious WILLIAM the. 
Third is fallen by Death, as well as unhappy James 


the Second. And becauſe of the natural Frailty of 
good as well as bad Princes, the Pſalmiſt cautions a- 


gainſt an abſolute Truſt in them: The Breath of 


Princes is in their Noſtrils, as well as of other Men; 


and ſince they are thus ſubje& to Change and Death, 
they are no way fit for an Object of our abſolute 


Truſt, For if our Dependance reſt on a frail Crea- 


ture, we may be diſappointed at the very time that 


our o'r are big, and our ExpeQations high. And 
this leads me to the ſecond thing, which the Pſalmiſt 
urges to enforce his Cautionagainſt putting an entire 
Truſt in Princes, viz. TIO, 

2. The immediate Conſequence of their Death, 
In that very day their Thoughts periſh, Not that 
we are to imagine that the Soul at Death paſles 


into an unactive and thoughtleſs condition, that's 


a Notion contrary both to Reaſon and Revela- 


A. 
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It's contrary to Reaſon, for this Principle. ſup- 


poſes that the Soul either ſleeps or dies, which no 
Reaſon induces to believe, becauſe the Soul 1s im- 
material, and conſequently immortal: That which is 
immaterial is not compounded of Parts; it has no 
corruptible Principles to render it capable of Diſſolu- 
tion, as all mixt and material Beings are. Now if 
human Spirits are immaterial, 'tis impoſſible they 
ſhould die: Tho I doubt not but that God can anni- 
hilate them; yet to ſuppoſe that the Soul dies with 


the Body, is to ſuggeſt its Materiality, which is an 


Hypothelis attended with many Abſurdities, for it 
affirms that Matter is capable of Cogitation ; and 


what is the Conſequence of that, but that Effects 
may exceed the Cauſe that produc'd them? For how. 
far does a noble Train of Thoughts exceed the moſt 


refin'd Matter, whether in Reſt or in Motion? If 


there be ſuch a thing as pure Intellection, or abſtract- 


ed Notions and Ideas of immaterial things, which 
depend not upon bodily Figures, it's impoſſible that 
theſe Notions ſhould be lodg'd in any Subject but 


that which is immaterial, and conſequently immortal: 


and if the Soul be immortal, and never dies, to be. 
{ure *tis active in the other State; for an unactive Spi- 


rit is a ſenſieſs Paradox. Moreover, it has been re- 
mark'd, that many Peoplè have had clearer Notions, 


and a cloſer way of reaſoning, juſt as their Souls 


have been looſening from their Bodies, than ever 


they had before. Now if the Soul be material, as 


ſome dream, why does it not equally decline with 
the Animal Spirits, which are but refin'd Matter? 


Since experience teſtifies the contrary, we may con- 


clude from Fact, that when the Soul is perfectly ſepa- 


rated from this clogging Body, it enjoys the trueſt 
CCC Tis. 
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the Death of R. William I. 11 
Liberty. This made Heraclitus ſay, that the Soul 
j goes out of the Body as Lightning from a Cloud, 
4 becauſe *tis never more clear in its Conceptions than 
1 when freed from Matter. *Twas a Thought of this 
® nature that help'd to perfect the late Earl of Roche/ter”s 
Perſwaſion of the Souls Immortality, viz, © Whens:e bis 
« Sickneſs had brought him ſo near Death, and his eg 
« Spirits were ſo low and ſpent, that he could not burger, 
© move nor ſtir, and he did not think to live an hour, ww Lord 
he ſaid his Reaſon and Judgment were ſo clear and ng y 
© ſtrong, that from thence he was fully perſwaded, p. 2, 21. 
© that Death was not the ſpending or diſſolution of 
© the Soul, but only the Separation of it from Mat- 
. 3 
2. But farther, as the Notion of the Soul's paſſing in- 
to an unactive State at Death is repugnant to Reaſon, 
ſo *tis contrary to Divine Revelation. We read of the 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfect. Now tho the Per- Heb.az.23, 
fection of departed Souls is not abſolute, yet it is a 
Perfection that cannot conſiſt with a dead Inactiuit). 
How abſurd is it to imagine that the Spirits of juſt 
Men are ina dead Sleep, from their entrance into 
Heaven to the time of the firſt Reſurrection, when = 
they are again to unite with their Bodies? The Apo- 14 
{tle Paul had certainly other Sentiments about hu- = 
man Spirits; for he aſſerts, That whilſt we are at home 2 Cor. 5. . - 
in the Body, we are abſent from the Lord, Again, We 
are confident, I ſay, and willing rather to be abſent from ver. 8. 
the Body, and to be preſent with the Lord. From theſe 1 
Places tis evident that the Apoſtle believ'd that hu- | 
man Spirits did exiſt in a ſeparate State, and that ſuch. 
as were united to Chriſt, did paſs into his bliſsful = 19 
Preſence, immediately upon diſlodging from their 4 
Bodies. And ſurely they cannot be unactive 5 


* ed — 


 A'Sermon preached upon 


# | the Influence of his Glory; the Views they have of 
* his exalted Humane Nature, make them like him, 
\ and this Likeneſs muſt needs produce Delight, and 
| | this Delight Wonder, and this Wonder the moſt Se- 
1 raphick Ardours, and profound Adorations. Thus 


much may ſuffice to reſcue this place from a Miſcon- 
ſtruction, into which a curſory or unwary reading of 
the Phraſe might probably lead leſs thinking People. 
I ſhall therefore now give you the juſt Import of 
theſe words, In that very day their Thoughts: periſh, 
i. e. All the Deſigns they had form'd for this World, 
either reſpecting themſelves or their People; they can 
no longer purſue the Plans they have laid, for the 
other State will furniſh them with a very different 
ſet of Thoughts. So that the force of the Argument 
lies here, That ſince Princes are as frail as other Men, 
and their Deſigns die with them, their Thoughts va- 
niſh with their Breath; *tis unreaſonable to put an 
abſolute Truſt in ſuch dying Creatures. 
How many of the moſt excellent of the Earth has 
6 God remov'd by Death in the midſt of their Work, 
| before they could finiſh the Deligns they had form'd? 
| Moſes the Captain of I/7ae! dy'd in the Wilderneſs, . 
FE OG before he had conducted the Iſraelites into the pro- 
/ med Tad 5 : 41 
Sood King Joſiah died before he was forty Years 
of Age, and in the midſt of his excellent Purpoſes to 
reform and exalt his Kingdom. . 


And Eaward the Sixth of England, whom ſome 
have call'd our Exgliſb Joſiab, was taken off very 
early, while carrying on the moſt glorious: Deſigns 

to make England a happy People. | 


Julius Ceſar was taken off hy Death, while he was 
forming a deſign to epitomize the voluminous Works 
: e of 
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die Deathef R. William 17, 
of the Learned Grecians and Romans, together with 
other Noble and Great things for publick Good. 


Guſtavas Adolphus, that mighty General, and true 
Friend to the Proteſtant Intereſt, was remov'd early | 


by Death, before he was 38 Years of Age, and ata 
time when the Proteſtants had vaſt Expectations 
from him. 5 10 

And thus it was with our late Sovereign of glori- 


ous Memory; he was taken away by Death, When 


the Eyes of all Europe were upon him, waiting for 
the happy effects of his Prudent Counſels, and the 
Succeſs of his Victorious Arms. Yet (bleſſed be 
God) we have ſome good hope, that his Thoughts 


will not ſo vaniſh with his Breath, but that his ex- 
cellent Model, made from Axioms calculated to the 
Honour and Intereſt of Europe, will be purſu'd by his 
Illuſtrious Succeſſor in the I hrone, who has already gi- 


ven the utmoſt Aſſurance to make good all the Alli- 


ances into which his late Majeſty enter*d with Foreign 


Princes, and to defend our Religion and Liberties. 


Indeed this is a mighty Relief under our unſpeaka- 
ble Loſs; a Loſs we muſt needs deplore! O what a 
Prince, what a mighty Man is fallen in our Eugliſp 


Jjrael ! Can we forbear to mourn our Loſs? No ſure- 
ly, it would argue a wretched Stupidity not to be at- 


fected with fo ſad a Providence. Surely nothing but a 


Stoick, or a ſworn Enemy to the Proteſtant Religion 


RY 
7 by 


can refrain from adding a Voice to the Conſort of 


Mourners, when the Death of ſo excellent a Prince 


has delug'd with Sorrow ſo many Kingdoms and 


States | It has been the Cuſtom of all Nations, in all 
Ages, to uſe ſome ſolemn Significations of Mourn- 
ing upon the Death of good Princes: When Moſe- 


the Servant of the Lord died (who was a King in 


Jieſburun) 
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5 Sermon preached upon 
N the Children of Iſrael are ſaid to weep for 
him in the Plains of Moab thirty days. 1 
When King Hezekiah ſlept with his Fathers, all 


Judah and the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem did him Ho- 


nour at his Death. And we read that upon the Exit 


of good Joſiah, all Judah and Jeruſalem mourn'd ; and 


this Mourning was ſo deep, ſo ſolemn, and ſo laſt- 


ing, that ina Book writ about a hundred Years af- 


ter, it is ſaid they continued their Mourning for him 
to that day: and when any extraordinary Mourning 


happen' d, it was ſaid to be like the Mourning of Ha- 
dadrimmom in the Valley of Megiddon, which was 
the Mourning occaſioned by the Death of good Jo- 


frah, 


Again, The Hiſtorian tells us, that when Conſtan- 


tine the Great died, the Tribunes, the Centurions, 
and the whole Order of Judges and Magiſtrates 


greatly lamented his Death. And certainly we of theſe 


| Kingdoms have great occaſion of Sorrow, if we con- 
ſider but a few things with reſpeQ to that Excellent 
Prince whom Death has raviſh'd from us. I confeſs 
I ſhall labour under great Diſadvantages, in ſpeaking 


concerning our late Sovereign, becauſe tis impoſſible 


I ſhould relate thoſe Matters which they can, who 
had the Honour to attend his Perſon 
 Yetſuffer me to ſay a little, tho tis very little that 

I can ſay ; for *tis a Work would become the beſt 
Orator to pronounce the Character of William the 
Third : Whoſe Name will be Renowned from Gene- 
ration to Generation, for He deſerves to be had in 


everlaſting Remembrance. 


Pliny eſteem'd them happy who wrote things 
worthy to be read, but preter*d thoſe in the degree 
of Felicity who acted things worthy to be written: 


And 


— 
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the Death of KR. William II. fe x 
And ſurely no Prince's Actions did more deſerve to be " 7 
written on durable Monuments than the Actions of | 
William the Third; a Name that ſhall ſhine in the | 
Records of Fame, and be read in the Britiſh and 
Datch Annals as long as Honour, Courage, Juſtice 
Clemency, and Religion ſhall be thought to have 
any Luſter, or find any Countenance in the World. | 
He was the Active and Sprightly Genius of Ea. I 
rope (for ſo he was calbd abroad) the Glory of fi 
Crown'd Heads in this Age, and ſhall bea laſting — 
Wonder in Ages to come; He was the Darling of 
Providence, the very Man that God delighted to 5 {| 
honour, CE oi it NL 1 
I cannot now ſpeak of the Royal Stem from 
whence our late Sovereign ſprung, and of the Glory 
and Renown of the Illuſtrious Family of Naſſau, of 
which Stock were the principal Defenders of the 
Proteſtant Religion in the Low Countries for the laſt. 
* 4 Fr nts 
I ſhall but briefly glance on a few things with re- 
ſpect to the late King William. : 
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Firſt, In regard of the Time and Manner of his 
Acceſſion to the Crown, 5 
Secondly, I ſhall mention ſome things remarkable 
during his Reigg. VF 
Thirdly, Take notice of ſome ſpecial Circumſtan- 
ces attending the time of his Death. 8 


Firſt, We are to conſider the Time and Manner 6 

of his late Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Crown : It was Þ 

when a Deſign was form'd to fetter our Liberties, 
and extir pate our Religion, When all things were 

almoſt ripe and ready for Execution, our Feet being 
GGG j 
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in the Snare before we perceiv'd it was ſpread for us; 
the flattering Promiſes of a Popiſh Prince having 
ſhock'd our common Prudence, ſo that our Enemies 
began to triumph, and to inſult us as they had done 
our Laws. Even at this deſperate Juncture did our 
late Sovereign enterprize our Deliverance, and hazard 
his own Perſon to ſave a ſinking Nation, and to relieve 
the Reformed Churches. And nothing could diſ- 
courage this Prince, tho many Difficulties met him 


in this N oble Undertaking; for God was on his ſide, 


and ſtruck his Enemies with a Pannick fear, ſo that 
they were ſuddenly ſcatter'd as Duſt before the 
Wind, and the People of England were prepar'd to 

receive him with Acclamations of Joy. Providence 


conducted him to the Throne of theſe Realms, 
not through a Sea of Blood, for we were not Con- 
quer'd, but conſented, in the Repreſentative Body of 


the Nation, to receive. William and Mary as our 


Rightful and Lawful Sovereigns. Now as the Time 


and Manner of the late King's Acceſſion tothe Crown 
did endear him to us, ſo it deeply aggravates our 
Loſs, and gives a terrible Accent to our Sorrows. 
Secondly, Let us glance on a few things very re- 
markable during the Reign of the late King W I L- 


LIAM, Immediately after his Settlement on the 
Throne, he enter'd into a War with France, and in 


his owz Perſon engag' d from time to time at the Head 
of his Army, where he always ſignaliz d himſelf for 
his Prudence and Courage. He was as well acquainted 
with the difficult Arts of Government, as the noble 
Stratagems of War; ſo that I ſhall not ſęruple to ſay 


of him, that he was the Greateſt Stateſckan, as well 
as the moſt renowned Hero of the Age... 11 
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What Difficulties did be ſtruggle through, and 
vanquiſh at the Boyn, where his Preſervation Was e- 
qual to his Succeſs, both Mien! great ? Sothat lay 
dur King did there will be reckon by Polterit 
mongſt the moſt remarkable e en of 
for in that Exped ition it was very vi ſible, God had, Var; 
ed him with N unto Rare And in many —. I 
Inſtances did his watchful Providence diſcover its 
care of his Majeſtyꝰs Perſon, preſerving it by a Suc- 
cefſion of Wonders, ainſt the Inſtruments of Death 
abroad, as well as from the murdering Hands of 
bloody Aſſaſſines at home. I forbear to recite the 
Battels our Prince fought, and the YiRories he won; 
his regulating the debas d Coin of the Nation at a ve- 
ry criticaF and hazardous JunQture; the Honourable 
Peace he procur'd, and the Check he, ave to the In- 
ſolence and Pride of an Arbitrary, Prince, Who Was 
aſpir ing aſter univerſ ch ft 9 80 but 
that you'll meet With all "theſe" Hiſtory... In- 
doed if his pretended Friends fpould d e ungrateſullß 
filent; and forget him after his Death, his Ene = 
will record his! Verkues, and ſpealk of his Valour. 
What Age ever producd a Prince of ſuch Milineſs 
and Lenity? a Prince that did Jufice without Re- 
venge, that ſhew'd' Mercy without Weakneſs, was lind 
2 rhe Unthankfal,. heaping Coats of Fire upon the heads 
* his. Eutmisſuli He the Re! ge of thoſe Prote- 
that fled for'their Religion, as well as the com- 
mon Father of his own People : 'which he eminently 
diſcover'd by hizextra6rd1 nary Clethenty' and great 
| Moderation, carrying it with an: 6990 4 Kind betwi 141 
contending; Parties; that lie deſetved to be called, 
The Healer of dur Brraches, and the Reſtorer of Paths 
#0 1 in: for he well knew that domeſtick Diviſi a 
— would 
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would put us into greater danger than a Foreign 


Duſt of Death ; and this leads me to conſider, 


n 


„ 


But further; like one that lov'd his People, and 


had a deep Concern for their Happineſs, he did con- 


ſtantly in his excellent Speeches from the Throne, 
recommend Reformation of Manners, thereby ſcat- 


tering away Evil with his Eyes. 


And how great Concern did this Prince diſcover for 
Poſterity, by his earneſt and ſeaſonable recommending 
to the late Parliament the Succeſſion to the Crown in 
the Proteſtant Line,thereby extinguiſhing the hopes of 
a Suppoſititious Heir, to make the clearer way for that 
admirable Princeſs, that now fills the Throne? So that 
however ſome Male-contents have been uneaſy under 
his Adminiſtration, yet the Generations to come will 
call him Bleſſed ;, becauſe if the Religion and Liberties 
of Exgland be tranſmitted to late Poſterity, the Poſ-. 
ſeſſors thereof will be indebted for them to the care 


of this excellent Prince, under the Providence of God; 
For what excellent Laws have been enacted during 
his Reign, and what care did he take to improve his 
Intereſt and Time in concluding Alliances with Fo- 

_ reign Princes and States, in order to reduce the exor- 
bitant Power of France, that England might ſtill hold 
the Ballance of Europe * 80 that in ſhort he has r a1s'd 2 


the Honour of the Exgliſb Nation, and acquir'd to 
himſelf ſuch a juſt Eſteem abroad, that all Foreign 
Princes and States have reckon'd him as the Center 
and Soul of our whole Alliance, as well as the Arbi- 
ter of Europe. But alas! this Great Prince in the 


| midſt of his Noble Deſigns, has his Health impair'd 
by Diſtempers, and his Body ſinks down under the 
uncommon Weight of a fatiguing Reign into the 


| 


Thirdly, 
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the Death of K. William III. 
Thirdly, The Circumſtances that attended the 
Death of the late King William, which together 
with the things I have already mention'd, greatly * 
aggravate our Loſs, and juſtify our ſolemn Moura. 
mo, | . | 
Me was taken away at a time when his Experi- 
ence had to a very great degree ripenꝰd him for Coun- | 
ſel, and cultivated his excellent Notions of Govern- || 
ment: At a time when we wanted his Direction and F 
Conduct: At a time when we hop'd God had 4+ 
much Work for him to do, and we had rais'd Ex- 1 
pectations of his enterprizing great things: At a | 
time when we needed him to go forth in the Head of | | 
our Armies. But alas! alas! on a ſudden we loſe our | 
mo and our Hopes together. Lord, what have we 
A Prince that deliver'd us from Popery and Arbi- 
rr ES eo, 
As Prince that was for reforming our Land, as well {1 
as npnang our Bates, TER | 
A Prince that had every thing in him to render his — 
Government a Happineſs to all his Subjects. 
A Prince that prudently ſway'd the Scepter of 
Peace, as well as couragiouſly manag'd the Sword 
„„ c 3 
A Prince whoſe mild Government proclaim'd him 
to be the brighteſt Example of Clemency and good 
„ 5 1 
A Prince who had the greateſt Honour, and the 
largeſt Intereſt in all Europe. ” 
A Prince endear'd to us by the Hazards he ran, 
and the Deliverances God wrought for him, 
A Prince that was the Terror of the Papal Hie- 
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A xPripce "Gif It may ſay ſo of ſince the Exit of 
god, 0 int _ Was the Breath of oy Noftrils, 
A | of the Lord, the Delight of our Eyes, 
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A Prince that 3888 d the Crown he wore, while 


we were bleſt with the od Influence of his Go- 


2 Fg the Shado Death has ſtain'd our 


Boch TR % rude and impe rf: Character with on- 


Iy adding, that bleffed be Bod He that did not fear 


ge in the Field, was as undaunted: when it ap- 
proach'd A in his Palace; forT am Well aſſur'd by. 


bose that had the Honour to be near him,that He died 
with Wi 1 U Reſignation, full of Char ity and” 
Peace. ſe is proper to be made of this Sub- 


ʒject and Providence I ſhall now. OR ſuggeſt, and 


ſo 9 lade. 
eware you do not murmur at the Divine Con- 
9005, or paſs any raſh Cenſure on the Providence o | 


God's Ways are always e ual, but his 1 | 
mes dark. will b bg. , 


aa roll. under. "18 Sh 5 7 
Fate, or the Giddineſ of Chance. 'For ? tis 72 Fa he 


that rules amidſt the Armies of Heaven, does ſtill 


govern amongſt the Kzngdoms of Men. Our Bleſſed 


ve 12.0. Saviour aſſures us, that the Hairs on our, He eads: are all. 
numbredl. And if a Hair cannot fall from our Heads 
without Heaven's . Permiſſion, much leſs - can a 
Crowd Head drop into the Duſt without the Al- 
lowance of the Supreme Governour, | 1 12 * | 


minute things are under the Providential Care of. . 


Heaven, much, more Great and Good F; TINCEs, . who - 
are God's * upon Earth. "And it muſt be 


confeſt;. 
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the Death of R. William 1, 121 
confeſt, that when ſuch are remov'd in the midſt 
of their days, tis like the Saus going down at NVoon, Amos 8.9; 
and the darkning of the Earth in 4 tr aay. Something 

like this have we ſeen in the Death of our excellent 
King; yet it becomes us to be ſilent, becauſe we 
have ſinned. Thus the Royal Pſalmiſt behav'd him- 
ſelf under preſſing Trials; I was dumb, and open d pſal. 39. 9. 
wot my Mouth, becauſe thou didſt it. Many of the 
Providences of God are very obſcure, and the Me- 
thods he takes ſeem to us to be very intricate and 
perplext; yet there is great Reaſon to be calm and 
reſigning, ſince whatever his infinite Power hath 
produc'd, his ſteddy and unerring Wiſdom governs. 
The People of God ſhall be happy in the end, tho 
the 'Reaſons of many intermediate Events are con- 
_ ceaPd from them in the way. God maketh the Clouds Plal.104.3 
his Chariot: He walketh apon the Wings of the Wind. 
His Providential Motions are ſo myſterious and dark, 
ſo ſudden and ſwift, that we are uncapable to view 
them in their Extent ; we can only gaze, wonder, and 
reſign, And there 1s great Reaſon for our Refignation | 

to God; For, tho Clouds and Darkneſs are round 4 Plil. 97.2. 

bout him, Righteouſneſs and Jus ment are the Habita- 
tion of his Throne. Tho the Reaſons of the Divine 
Procedure are far out of our ſight, yet a ſilent Sub- 
miſſion becomes us, becauſe he in whoſe hands are 
the Reins of Government cannot err. Moreover, 
the wiſe Man tells us, *Ts the Glory of God to concealprov. 25.2 

4 thing. The Glory of the Divine Nature is exalted, 

by being incomprehenſible to us; and fo the inexpli- 
cable Methods of the Divine Providence, the Un- 
ſearchableneſs of God in his Diſpenſations, raiſe the 1 

Glory of his Wiſdom and Sovereignty, which is a , 
powerful Reaſon for our ready Reſignation, - : 
* „ ag Again, 


22. 
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Again, if there were not ſome dark Diſpenſations 
of Providence, we ſhould not have ſuch an Opportu- 


' nity as theſe affagd for the Exerciſe of our ſuffering 


Graces, The Probity and Patience of Job would nct 

have ſhone with ſo bright a Luſtre, nor have render'd 
him ſo famous in after-Ages, if there had not been 
great Obſcurity in the Providences he was under: his 


not knowing what God was about to do, gave lum 


occaſion to exerciſe an invincible Conſtancy, and an 
unwearied Patience, To cloſe this Head, let us al- 
ways remember, that we are but of Yeſterday, and 
know nothing: That God's Judgments are unſearcl- 


able, and his Ways paſt finding out. That Precious 
and Valuable Life, that was ſoſoon ended, was mea- 
ſur'd out by the Infinite Wiſdom of God, who for 


Reaſons unknown to his Creatures, lengthens or 
ſhortens the Lives of Princes at pleaſure. . What God 


Y . 


does now we know not, but we ſhall know hereafter. For 


the Days are approaching wherein the Myſteries of 
Providence ſhall be unveild, and we ſhall ſee that 
the Obſcurities thereof, like Shades in Painting, ſet 
off the Beauty with the greater Advantage. 


6 4 , a 


2. Let us ſtand in awe of Him, in whoſe hands 
are the Keys of Death and Hell. God's Throne is 
plac'd in the Heavens, and his Ringdom ruleth over all. 
He has an abſolute Sovereignty over Angels and 

Men: He killeth and maketh alive; he woundeth, 

and his Hands make whole. With what Reverence 


and Awe ſhould we think of this mighty, Jehovah? 
who can add Years to our Days, or cut them off in 


the midſt at his Pleaſure; who is Lord of all our 


Time, and in whoſe hands alone are the Iſſues from 


Death. Fear to offend this God by the leaſt Sin, 
for 'tis the abominable thing that his Soul hates. In 


a 


\ 


the Death of KR. William II. 13 
a word, never diſpute his Authority, but obey his. 
Commands, leſt he purſue you with the Terrors of | 
his Wrath for deſpiſing the Offers of Peace; leſt he Q 
frown you into a bottomleſs Lake of Fire, for reject- y 
ing boundleſs Rivers of Pleaſure; and bind you 
with the Chains of an Eternal Wrath, for trampling 
on the Blood of a compaſſionate Saviour. | 
3. Let us not only mourn our Loſs in the Death of 
our Excellent King, bat mourn for thoſe Sins with a 
_ peculiar accent of Grief, that have occaſion'd it. 
May this Stroke awaken all Europe, and inſpire all 
that bear the Chriftian Name, to take up Reſoluti- 
ons of Reformation in the ſtrengrh of Divine Grace. 
| God's Hand has been liſted up, may the Inhabitants. 
of this and the neighbouring Lands learn Righteouſ- 
neſs. God Jometimes ſends evil Rings in his Anger, 
and takes away good ones in his Wrath : And for the Ini- 
22 of 4 Land, many are the Princes thereof. There 
is ſcarcely. any Affliction that befals a People, but i 
has been occaſion'd by Sin. *Tis Sin that brings. [ 
Hoſts of Diſeaſes like Locuſts, to prey upon and de- : 
ſtroy the Bodies of Men. ?Tis Sin that kindles a [ 
Train of liquid Fire in the Blood, to ſcorch us in a 5 1 
Fever, and that produces large Quantities of Water, 
to drown us, as it were, with a Dropſy. Tis Sin 
that brings publick Calamities on a State, and that 
ſpreads Miſery and Deſolation over the Face of the 
Earth: Thus 4 fee, Land becomes a Wilderneſs, for 
the Iniquity of thoſe that dwell therein. Now ſince. 
Sin is the ſad cauſe of our Miſeries, and particularly 
of thatdark Providence under which we groan, let us. 
not forget to mourn for our Perſonal as well as Natt- 
onal Sins. Who can forbear to drop a few Tears, 
and ſend ſome Sighs after our Excellent Prince? but 


——A Sermon preached upon 
Rivers of Tears ſhould run down our Eyes for thoſe 
Sins that have provok'd God to remove him from us. 
4. Let us endeavour after a firm Union 7 — 
Proteſtants. Death frequently weakens our hands 
by taking from us the Inſtruments of our Good, and 
ſurely *tis unreaſonable we ſhould weaken our own 
hands by dividing our Strength. . Our Union will 
bea Wall of Defence, which nothing can demoliſh but 
our own Diviſions. Every Age confirms the Truth 
of that Maxim, 4 Ringdom divided againſt it ſelf 
cannot ſtand. _ BE OS DCC ANT 
Twas the Differences that were fomented be- 
twixt Ariſtobalus and Hircanus, that brought Pompey 
to Jeruſalem, by whom they were made a Roman 
Province. VVV 
The Diviſions of the Old Brittans ſubjected them 


: > 


firſt to the Roman oke. 

Þ The Chriſtians loſt Paleſtine by their unhappy Di- 
viſions, tho it was a Place they had gain'd by a pro- 
digious Expence of Blood and Treaſure, and had been 
poſſeſs'd of it about a hundred Years. I need not 

ſay how England has ſuffer'd by inteſtine Diviſions, 


LE, 5if 3 fol 0 tr $ 
__ ®'Twas a Maxim laid down by Cardinal Richelies, 
That England could never be deſtroy'd but by her 
ſelf. And accordingly we find it has been the Policy 
of the Court of France to diſperſe a great number of 
Jeſuits through Proteſtant States, to ſow Diſcords 
amongſt them. But I hope our Eyes are open, and 
our Reſolutions are fix d for a firm Union: That we 
begin to have ſofter Thoughts, of each other, and to 
difuſe the Reflections that were formerly made on the 
account of Differences in leſſer Matters: So that 
the fire of Contention, which the common E- 
1 SE nemy 


bie Death f R. William III. 
nern y of Proteſtants has been a long time blow ing up, 
Will gradually decline till 'tis totally extinguiſh'd, 
than which nothing can more contribute towards the 


making us the moſt powerful People, and a laſting 


Tertor to Frante. To cloſe this Head, may all Pro- 
teſtants zealouſly practiſe what the late King ſeaſona- 


bly recommended to this preſent Parliament, in his 
laſt excellent Speech from the Throne, viz. © Let 
there be no other Diſtinction heard of among us for 


the future; but of thoſe who are for the Proteſtant 
Religion and the preſent Eſtabliſhment ; and of 
c thoſ? 

vernment. 


Worle 7 and then ſtep into another. Man in his 
be y 


who mean a Popiſh Prince and a French Go- 


E. 6. Since 
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Sermon preached npon- +. 

6. Since Princes are frail and ſubject to Death as 
well as other Men, let us put our Truſt in Him who 
hath only Immortality. There is nothing in this 
World that is fit for us to lay the ſtreſs and weight of 
our Souls upon ; but Neher, is an adequate Object of 
Truſt, for in him is everlaſting Strength. Tho the 


Earth ſhake under our ſeet, and the Heavens are dark 
over our heads; tho the Elements ſhould melt with 


fervent Heat, and the Earth be toſt from its Center; 
yet thoſe that truſt in the Lord ſhall be as Mount Lion, 
that can never be moved. I cloſe this Head with 
the Words of the Pſalmiſt immediately after the 


Text; Happy is he that hath the God 4 Jacob for his 
Help, whoſe Hope is in the Lord his God. 


| Li ty; Let us not forget to bleſs God for a Prote- 
ſtant Queen, and her peaceable Acceſſion to the Throne. 
This Excellent Princeſs diſcover'd a becoming Zeal 


for the Reform'd Religion, in oppoſition to Pope- 
ry, when ſhe mov*d in a lower Orb; we have there: 
fore juſt Reaſon to expect that her Zeal will be as 


warm and regular now ſhe acts in a more exalted 


State. And let us not ceaſe to pray for our Illuſtri- 


ous Queen AN NE, That ſhe may have Wiſdom as 


an Angel of God, to go in and out before ſo Great a 


People; that ſhe may be the Deborah of our Engliſh 
1/rael, and a nurſing Mother to all the Reform'd 


*. 
e 


Churches; that ſhe may have a proſperous Reign, a 
long Life, a ſafe Government, a ſecure Palace, pru- 


. 


mies, 


_ the Death of X. William II. 
her wiſe and mild Adminiſtration, true and unde- 
filꝰd Religion may revive and flouriſh, / — We 
115 o which I wiſh all her Majeſty's Sub 

heartily ſay Amen, as do the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
of the Three Kingdoms ; then ſhall IJ not doubt, 
but this will yet be Immanuel Land, and God will 
dwell in the midſt of us. M 7 // 
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